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Elderly Fatalities on the Rise 
 

Kingston Jamaica- August 8, 2014: The Road Safety Unit of the Ministry of Transport, Works & 

Housing is reporting that elderly fatalities have increased by 6 per cent (6%) since the start of the 

year when compared with the similar period in 2013. A total of thirty-three (33) senior citizens have 

died since the start of the year, twenty-five (25) of whom were females and eight (8) males. 

 

This brings the number of persons dying as result of road fatalities to one hundred and eighty-nine 

(189) from one hundred and seventy-six (176) crashes as of August 7. Of that number, senior 

citizens belonging to the 60 to 74 age group accounted for fifteen per cent (15%) of persons being 

killed. 

 

Minister without Portfolio (Housing) in the Ministry of Transport, Works and Housing, Honourable 

Dr. Morais Guy is urging Jamaicans to be extra-cautious on the nation’s road and obey road traffic 

signs. “The increase in elderly fatalities is troubling as the nation continues to lose loved ones to 

road fatalities and crashes. Each year 1.3 million persons are injured and killed worldwide due to 

road crashes, with fatalities involving mostly pedestrians both young and old being the highest. 

Road safety is important for every Jamaican and most of these tragedies can be prevented”.  

 

Road fatalities, Minister Guy says, affect everyone, in particular families, and the Government 

healthcare system is heavily burdened with the care for victims of motor vehicle crashes. He noted 

that the Ministry will continue to educate the public on proper road usage and other matters relating 

to road safety. 

 

Commenting on the statistics, Director of the Road Safety Unit, Kenute Hare says, “senior citizens 

are ranked in the vulnerable road users category. They suffer from declines in sight, substantial 

hearing losses, reductions in depth and motion perception and significant declines in physical and 

cognitive capacity. The elderly population should be treasured as they still contribute to nation 

building with the wealth of knowledge and experience they can impart to the society.” 

 

He noted that senior citizens’ ability to traverse our sometimes very crowded and frenzied traffic 

environment reduces with the ageing process; this makes them more susceptible to injury and death 

in the event of a crash as opposed to younger people.  

-More- 
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Road Safety Begins With You 

 

 

A breakdown of the figures for elderly fatalities reveals the following: 16 were pedestrians, 4 were 

Private Motor Car (PMC) Drivers, 6 were Private Passenger Vehicle (PPV) Passengers, 4 were Pedal 

Cyclists, and 3 were Motorcyclists. 

 
 -End- 
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